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Joint  Interim  .. 
Subcommittee,.p|j  Pf 
Education 

Action  Groups  Kickoff 

Five  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Joint  Interim 
Subcommittee  on  Basic  Education  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Education's  Project 
Excellence  at  Lewistown  Oct.  29  and  30.    Purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  to  initiate  the  work  of  the 
Board's  Action  Groups,  which  are  charged  with 
reviewing  the  various  areas  of  the  Montana  school 
accreditation  standards  as  part  of  the  study  re- 
quired by  HJR  16. 

The  eight  newly  appointed  Action  Groups  are 
composed  of  educators,  students,  school  board 
members,  and  lay  persons 

The  Subcommittee  members  plan  to  participate 
in  the  Action  Group  activities  and  to  report  their  im- 
pressions and  experience  on  a  regular  basis.   A 
summary  of  the  meeting  will  be  available  from  the 
Legislative  Council  staff. 


Environmental  Quality 
Council 

Subdivision  Regulation  is  Major  Topic 

The  Environmental  Quality  Council  met  in 
Bozeman  on  Oct.  22-23  to  chart  the  directions  for 
its  major  interim  studies.   Subdivision  regulation 
was  the  initial  focus  as  the  EQC  recapped  HB  809 
and  heard  presentations  on  subdivision  develop- 
ment in  the  Bozeman  area. 

Participants  in  a  panel  on  statewide  issues 
responded  to  two  questions  posed  by  the  Council: 
What  should  a  good  subdivision  law  do?   How 
should  EQC  proceed  with  its  efforts? 

Based  on  the  comments  and  discussions  at  the 
meeting,  the  Council  decided  to  host  an  intensive 
working  session  for  various  interest  groups  to 
develop  a  legislative  approach  to  subdivision  regula- 
tion and  to  iron  out  issues  not  resolved  by  HB  809. 
The  Council  hopes  to  build  on  that  process  to 


develop  drafts  of  proposed  legislation  by  the  end  of 
May  1988. 

Forest  Practices,  Watershed  Effects  Study 

The  Council  approved  the  work  plan  for  its  study 
of  forest  practices  and  watershed  effects  under  HJR 
49.  During  November,  EQC  will  establish  a  Water- 
shed Effects  Working  Group  to  address  the  existing 
impacts  of  forest  management  on  Montana  water- 
sheds and  a  Best  Management  Practices  Technical 
Committee  to  evaluate  specific  management  techni- 
ques for  watershed  protection  and  practicality. 

New  Rules  for  ME  PA 

The  Council  considered  a  draft  set  of  new  rules 
for  implementing  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy 
Act.   The  rules  were  developed  through  the 
cooperation  of  EQC  and  executive  agencies  over 
the  past  two  years.   EQC  tentatively  plans  to  hold  a 
public  workshop  on  the  draft  rules  in  December. 
The  Administration's  formal  rulemaking  process  is 
expected  to  begin  in  early  1988. 

Other  Subjects  Considered 

The  Council  also  heard  presentations  on  environ- 
mental review  procedures  and  integrated  pest 
management  needs  in  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture's pesticide  programs;  the  need  for  an  intensive 
state  support  to  fully  develop  new  and  promising 
biological  controls  for  spotted  knapweed  and  other 
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noxious  weeds;  and  the  status  of  services  for  small- 
quantity  hazardous  waste  generators  in  Montana. 
The  full  EQC  will  meet  next  in  January. 


Legislative  Council 


New  Researchers 

The  Research  Division  of  the  Legislative  Council 
has  filled  two  vacant  researcher  positions.   The  new 
researchers  are  Connie  Erickson  and  Jeff  Martin. 

Connie  has  an  academic  background  in  Educa- 
tion and  History,  and  a  diverse  work  history,  includ- 
ing the  publication  of  a  book.   Jeff's  academic 
credentials  include  degrees  in  Forestry  and 
Economics,  and  his  work  background  includes  re- 
search positions  with  Mountain  International  (which 
was  an  economic  consulting  firm),  the  Montana 
Department  of  Revenue,  and  the  Bureau  of  Busi- 
ness and  Economic  Research  at  the  University  of 
Montana.    Both  Connie  and  Jeff  have  done  exten- 
sive research  on  a  variety  of  topics.    For  their  initial 
assignments,  Connie  and  Jeff  will  both  be  working 
on  projects  for  the  Revenue  Oversight  Committee. 

Ag  Problems  Subcommittee  and  Tom 
Gomez  Given  Plaudits 

Judy  Hackett  of  the  National  Conference  of  Sate 
Legislatures,  after  reviewing  a  recent  Legislative 
Council  publication.  The  Economic  Problems  of 
Agriculture  in  Montana,  commented  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  issue  in  the  report  was  more  com- 
prehensive and  more  well  done  than  most  similar 
reports  she's  seen.    Legislative  Council  researcher 
Tom  Gomez  was  the  author  of  the  report,  a  conden- 
sation of  the  work  of  the  1985-86  Joint  Interim  Sub- 
committee on  Agricultural  Problems,  chaired  by 
Sen.  Allen  Kolstad. 

A  copy  of  the  report  is  available  from  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  offices  in  Helena. 

Sales  Tax  Data  Base 

As  part  of  its  interim  work  plan,  the  Revenue 
Oversight  Committee  requested  the  development  of 
a  sales  tax  data  base  prior  to  the  1989  Legislative 
Session.    Legislative  Council  staffers  Jeff  Martin 
and  Dave  Bohyer  are  developing  a  study  design  for 
the  task.   They  project  a  draft  product  in  March 
1988,  with  refinements  to  follow.    In  an  effort  to 
coordinate  with  other  legislative  agencies  and  to 
provide  the  information  to  as  broad  an  interest 
group  as  possible,  they  are  working  with  LFA  staf- 
fers in  developing  the  methodology  and  time  frame 
for  conducting  the  study.    Results  of  the  study  will 
be  presented  to  the  Revenue  Oversight  Committee 
and  the  Legislative  Finance  Committee.    Informa- 
tion compiled  in  this  effort  will  also  be  available  to 
others  interested  in  the  issue.   Watch  the  Interim  for 
progress  reports. 


Ballot  Issues  Reviewed 

•  Initiative  Petition  to  revise  role  of  grand  juries 

•  Referendum  Petition  on  Chapter  459,  Laws  of 
1 987  (Seat  Belt  Law) 


Legislative  Finance 
Committee 

Meeting  Set  Nov.  20 

The  Legislative  Finance  Committee  will  meet 
Friday,  Nov.  20,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol.   The 
subcommittees  on  Property  Assessment,  K-12 
Education,  and  Welfare  Reform  will  meet  the  morn- 
ing of  Nov.  20. 

The  University  Funding  Study  Committee  is 
scheduled  to  meet  Thursday,  Nov.  19,  at  l  p.m. 
Items  on  the  tentative  agenda  are:   (1)  a  discussion 
of  the  statutory  and  constitutional  duties  and 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  the  Governor,  and 
the  Legislature;  and  (2)  a  detailed  explanation  of 
the  current 'formula. 


Administrative  Code 
Committee 

Committee  Action 

The  Administrative  Code  Committee  met  Oct.  2 
and  voted  to: 

•  take  no  action  on  a  Department  of  Labor  and 
Industry  rule  providing  that  a  party  must  have 
the  consent  of  the  mediator  to  bring  wit- 
nesses to  a  workers'  compensation  dispute 
mediation  conference, 

•  continue  its  objection  to  a  DNRC  rule  requir- 
ing water  diverted  under  a  water  reservation 
to  be  used  in  the  most  reasonable  cost-effec- 
tive manner  and  to  request  the  department  to 
inform  the  Committee  of  the  exact  phrases 
and  provisions  of  the  MCA  that  the  rule  imple- 
ments, 

•  write  the  Board  of  Cosmetologists  a  letter  stat- 
ing that  the  Committee  is  disturbed  by 
repeated  confrontations  between  the  board 
and  those  the  board  regulates  and  requesting 
the  board  to  adopt  a  formal  grievance  proce- 
dure and  inform  the  committee  of  future 
grievance  filings, 

•  inform  the  Board  of  Optometrists  in  writing 
that  the  Committee  denies  the  board's  re- 
quest that  the  Committee  withdraw  its  objec- 
tion to  the  board's  interpretation  of  a  rule  to 
bar  an  optometrist  from  renting  a  separate 
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and  self-contained  office  unit  in  a  shopping 
mall,  and 

send  the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce a  letter  informing  him  that  a  rule  requir- 
ing certain  specifications  for  used  KENO 
machines  is  invalid  under  the  grandfather 
clause  contained  in  Ch  603.  Laws  1987,  that 
a  fair  reading  of  the  clause  and  Ch.  603  as  a 
whole  and  the  hearings  on  the  bill  clearly 
show  intent  to  exempt  the  used  machines 
from  the  rule's  specifications,  and  that  the 
Committee  believes  the  department  knows 
that  was  the  intent. 


Coal  Tax  Oversight 
Subcommittee 

Five  Agencies  to  Report  Dec.  1 1 

The  agenda  for  the  meeting  of  the  Coal  Tax  Over- 
sight Subcommittee  on  Friday,  Dec.  11,  will  include 
reports  from  five  state  agencies  that  receive  and  ex- 
pend coal  severance  tax  money. 

Reporting  on  the  past  use  of  coal  severance  tax 
funds  and  projecting  future  needs  will  be  the 
Department  of  Commerce  for  County  Land  Plan- 
ning, the  State  Library  Commission,  the  Montana 
Arts  Council,  the  Coal  Board,  and  the  Office  of 
Public  Instruction 

The  Subcommittee  will  meet  in  Room  104  of  the 
Capitol  at  9  am. 


Revenue  Oversight 
Committee 

Gasoline  Tax  Evasion  Topic  on  Nov.  20 

The  Revenue  Oversight  Committee  on  Friday, 
Nov.  20,  will  hear  reports  and  discussions  of  the 
possible  incidence  of  evasion  of  gasoline  license 
tax  on  gasoline  sold  for  export  from  Montana. 

Study  of  this  subject  was  requested  by  HJR  56. 

In  addition  to  a  staff  report,  the  Committee  will 
hear  from  the  Department  of  Revenue  and  from  rep- 
resentatives of  gasoline  refiners  and  distributors. 

Other  DOR  Reports 

The  Committee  will  also  hear  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue  on  its  recent  activities  and  on  any 
proposed  new  rules  or  rules  changes. 


The  meeting  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  in  Room  108  of 
the  Capitol. 


Western  States 
Legislative  Forestry  Task 
Force 

Resolutions  Adopted  at  Edmonton 

Eight  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Western  States 
Legislative  Forestry  Task  Force  at  its  meeting  in  Ed- 
monton, Alta.,  on  Sept.  20  were: 

•  Urging  Congress  to  continue  adequate  fund- 
ing for  applied  fire  management  research  at 
Bend,  Oregon,  and  Fairbanks,  Alaska 

•  Urging  the  Reagan  Administration  to  seek 
negotiations  for  elimination  of  the  Japanese 
tariff  on  U.  S.  softwood  plywood  imports 

•  Urging  Congress  to  amend  the  Jones  Act  to 
allow  for  transport  of  forest  products  to  East 
Coast  and  Gulf  Coast  ports  on  other  than  U. 
S.  flag  vessels 

•  Commending  U.  S.  Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 

•  Urging  Congress  to  appropriate  $25  million 
for  fiscal  1988  for  the  Mclntire-Stennis  forestry 
research  program 

•  Urging  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  to  modify  ap- 
plication of  even-flow  timber  sale  policy  to  bet- 
ter meet  marketplace  and  forest  community 


•  Reaffirming  request  of  federal  reimbursement 
authority  for  utilizing  fire  fighting  resources 
regardless  of  jurisdiction  (Canadian) 

•  Reaffirming  support  for  retention  of  the 
present  25%  formula  for  timber  sale  receipt 
payments  to  states  and  local  governments 


Recent  Agency 
Publications 

Legislative  Council 

Legal  memoranda: 

•  Durational  Residency  for  Welfare  Benefits 

•  Procedures  for  Obtaining  Information  under 
State  and  Federal  Law 

Report  by  Interim  Subcommittee: 

•  The  Economic  Problems  of  Agriculture  in  Mon- 
tana, Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Agricul- 
ture 
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375  Copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$.29  per  copy  for  a  total  cost  of  $107.66,  which  includes  $43.86  for  printing 
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and  $63.80  for  distribution. 
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